
Tea with Queen Elizabeth II
All about my incredible visit to the Buckingham Palace

Last month, the Commonwealth Youth Council hosted a competition for you to word your most 
burning questions to the Head of the Commonwealth. I’m immeasurably thankful for the honor of 
undertaking that visit. Ladies and gents, be sure I won’t leave out any details of this unforeseen 
meetup.

Arrival

Not mentioning the gallons of sweat on my hands, I low-key haven’t ever shaken that much in my 
life. As if it wasn’t exciting enough to meet the Queen herself, I was treated with great respect by 
everyone I encountered: Doors being held open, driving in a limousine, probably the first time in 
my life; still, I also have to admit that this treatment indeed make things a bit more relaxed. It just 
made me feel as if I was doing this every Sunday. 

Making Royal Acquaintance

The moment I first saw the Queen was… indescribable. Ironically, that is the best description of the 
atmosphere. And to answer a question I heard a lot from the community – yes, she really does look 
immortal ;). However, from this point everything was a bit more easy-going. Queen Elizabeth was 
extremely sensitive and polite, just like a royal grandma (not the insulting way). Yet I don’t want to 
miss out on the other main point of this entry:

The Three Questions

My first question was if the Queen still remembered the founding of the Commonwealth of Nations. 
I’m such a wally! She was hardly half a decade old in the 1930s… But the feeling of having made a
horrible first impression surprisingly didn’t last long. She just said that despite her age, she did 
witness the founding and like other responsibilities automatically took charge of it when she was 
old enough.

The next question wasn’t considerably less embarrassing. Or formal. I just really wanted to know, 
nevertheless. Result: The Queen doesn’t have only one favourite type of tea.

The very last question was my most urging one: “Where do you see the Commonwealth of Nations 
in the future?” She answered in a simple and formal way, just as you would expect. But as we said 
goodbye, she mentioned she is glad that youth is so honestly interested in the world. What a 
compliment!

I’d love to read about your thoughts in the comments. And as always, stay safe and determined!

Words according to my writing programme: 400 (numbers etc. counted as a word, 
“don’t” for example as one.)

Lea Mosbrucker, 10c – Ottheinrich-Gymnasium Wiesloch

Ich erkläre, meinen Beitrag zum Bundeswettbewerb Fremdsprachen selbstständig, 
ohne fremde Hilfe und ohne Nutzung anderer als der zulässigen Hilfsmittel 
(Wörterbücher) verfasst zu haben. 
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